





























History of Fing_rprinting

People have long been aware of the ridge patterns on their
fingers and palms. On a cliff face in Nova Scotia, prehistoric
“picture writing” shows a hand with ridge patterns. For centu-
ries the Chinese used thumbprints to seal documents.

In 14th-century Persia, official government papers were
impressed with fingerprints. One government official, a
physician, observed that no two people’s fingerprints were
exactly alike.

Despite this early awareness that fingerprints were indi-
vidual and unique, the scientific approach to fingerprinting did
not begin for another three centuries. Here is a summary* of
the major scientific observations that have led to the modern
science of fingerprinting.

Marcello Malpighi— 1686

During his studies of human skin, Italian anatomist and physi-
cian Marcello Malpighi used a microscope to study and describe
the ridges, spirals, and loops in fingerprints. While his work
was invaluable in the early use of the microscope, Malpighi
made no mention of the value of fingerprints as a tool for iden-
tifying individuals.

Johannes Evangelista Purkinje — 1823

Johannes Purkinje, a Czech physiologist, created a classification
system for the variety of friction ridge patterns, but his system
failed to generate much interest in the value of using finger-
prints for personal identification.

*Much of the information in this section was
adapted from http://onin.com/fp.
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LATENT PRINTS

Comparing a
fingerprint found
at a crime scene
with impressions
taken from a
suspectis a
highly skilled
job. Most police
forces have
specially trained
officers who

do the work.

You can try dusting for fingerprints
using the techniques described on the

following page.

How the Process Works

To earn the Fingerprinting merit badge, you do not have to
know how the police recover fingerprints left at the scene of

a crime. But the process is interesting, and learning about it will
help you better understand the value of fingerprinting in

law enforcement.

The human body naturally gives off perspiration and oils.
Sweat pores dot the friction ridges on the fingers and palms,
and a little perspiration builds up on the ridges. Sweat is
about 99 percent water, but it also contains solids such as salt
and acids.

Anytime people touch an object with their bare hands,
they transfer some perspiration and body oils to the object,
leaving a fingerprint or palm print. These prints are latent
prints—usually they are invisible or only partially visible.

Latent impressions on hard surfaces such as glass, metal,
or furniture can be developed (made visible) by dusting with
fine powder. The fingerprint expert uses the tip of a brush to
carefully apply a colored powder to the surface. The powder
sticks to the oils in the print and makes the print show up.

When the latent print becomes visible, it can be photo-
graphed for preservation. The print also can be “lifted” from the
surface with sticky tape and fixed onto a
card as a permanent record.

Latent prints on porous surfaces
such as paper, cloth, and unpainted wood
may be chemically developed. Different
chemicals react with different substances
that may be in the print, such as oil or fat,
acids, or salt. The reactions make a col-
ored image show up; this image then can
be photographed.

Special X-ray techniques can make
fingerprint impressions on skin become
visible. Some latent prints can be devel-
oped only with a laser, a device that
emits a powerful ray of light. The laser
light makes the perspiration in a finger-
print shine, and while it shines the print
can be photographed.
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MERIT BADGE LIBRARY

Though intended as an aid to youth in Scouts BSA, and qualified Venturers and Sea
Scouts in meeting merit badge requirements, these pamphlets are of general interest
and are made available by many schools and public libraries. The latest revision
date of each pamphlet might not correspond with the copyright date shown below,
because this list is corrected only once a year, in January. Any number of merit badge
pamphlets may be revised throughout the year; others are simply reprinted until a
revision becomes necessary.

If a Scout has already started working on a metit badge when a new edition for that
pamphlet is introduced, they may continue to use the same merit badge pamphlet to
earn the badge and fulfill the requirements therein. In other words, the Scout need not
start over again with the new pamphlet and possibly revised requirements.

Merit Badge Pamphlet Year | Merit Badge Pamphlet Year | Merit Badge Pamphlet Year
American Business 2013 | Family Life 2016 | Plant Science 2018
American Cultures 2013 | Farm Mechanics 2017 | Plumbing 2012
American Heritage 2013 | Fingerprinting 2014 | Pottery 2008
American Labor 2018 | Fire Safety 2016 | Programming 2013
Animal Science 2014 | First Aid 2015 | Public Health 2017
Animation 2015 | Fish and Wildlife Public Speaking 2013
Archaeology 2017 Management 2014 | Pulp and Paper 2013
Archery 2015 | Fishing 2013 | Radio 2017
Architecture and Fly-Fishing 2014 | Railroading 2015

Landscape Architecture 2014 | Forestry 2015 | Reading 2013
Art 2013 | Game Design 2013 | Reptile and
Astronomy 2016 | Gardening 2013 Amphibian Study 2018
Athletics 2016 | Genealogy 2013 | Rifle Shooting 2012
Automotive Maintenance 2017 | Geocaching 2016 | Robotics 2016
Aviation 2014 | Geology 2016 | Rowing 2014
Backpacking 2016 | Golf 2012 | Safety 2016
Basketry 2017 | Graphic Arts 2013 | Salesmanship 2013
Bird Study 2017 | Hiking 2016 | Scholarship 2014
Bugling (see Music) Home Repairs 2012 | Scouting Heritage 2017
Camping 2018 | Horsemanship 2013 | Scuba Diving 2009
Canoeing 2014 1 Indian Lore 2008 | Sculpture 2014
Chemistry 2018 | Insect Study 2018 | Search and Rescue 2018
Chess 2016 | Inventing 2016 | Shotgun Shooting 2013
Citizenship in the Journalism 2017 | Signs, Signals, and Codes 2015

Community 2015 | Kayaking 2016 | Skating 2015
Citizenship in the Nation 2014 | Landscape Architecture Small-Boat Sailing 2016
Citizenship in the World 2015 (see Architecture) Snow Sports 2017
Climbing 2011 | Law 2011 | Soil and Water
Coin Collecting 2017 | Leatherwork 2017 Conservation 2016
Collections 2013 | Lifesaving 2017 | Space Exploration 2016
Communication 2013 | Mammal Study 2014 | Sports 2012
Composite Materials 2012 | Medicine 2012 | Stamp Collecting 2013
Cooking 2014 | Metalwork 2012 | Surveying 2004
Crime Prevention 2012 | Mining in Society 2014 | Sustainability 2013
Cycling 2017 | Model Design and Building 2010 | Swimming 2014
Dentistry 2016 | Motorboating 2015 | Textile 2014
Digital Technology 2014 | Moviemaking 2013 | Theater 2014
Disabilities Awareness 2016 | Music and Bugling 2013 | Traffic Safety 2016
Dog Care 2016 | Nature 2014 | Truck Transportation 2013
Drafting 2013 | Nuclear Science 2017 | Veterinary Medicine 2015
Electricity 2013 | Oceanography 2012 | Water Sports 2015
Electronics 2014 | Orienteering 2016 | Weather 2013
Emergency Preparedness 2015 | Painting 2016 | Welding 2016
Energy 2014 | Personal Fitness 2016 | Whitewater 2005
Engineering 2016 | Personal Management 2015 | Wilderness Survival 2012
Entrepreneurship 2013 | Pets 2013 | Wood Carving 2016
Environmental Science 2015 | Photography 2016 | Woodwork 2011
Exploration 2016 | Pioneering 2017
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NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER To place an order,
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